[Should the whole population be screened for coeliac disease?].
To address the issue of mass screening in coeliac disease strict criteria shall be defined. Principles and practice of screening for disease have been defined 40 years ago by Wilson and Jungner, there are still accurate and applied, specially in France for neonatal screening. Screening the whole population for gluten intolerance is not recommended at this time. Aress with gap in scientific knowledge are identified and further prospective epidemiologic studies are needed. These include the timing of screening, defining the natural history of screening-identified asymptomatic patients, developing tools to predict disease onset and disease remission and the potential risks of screening. At the present time, only identification and testing of high-risks groups is recommended.